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Project InSECT

International Spectrum of Educational Creative Things
An Exhibition Proposal

General Information: 

Contact Person:
James Huebing-Reitinger







Organization:
Project InSECT








Address:  4400 Belmont Park Terrace #231
City:  Nashville
State:  TN


Phone Number:
402.677.3677
email:
  james@projectinsect.com


Website:
www.projectinsect.com







1. Exhibition Content


Exhibition Title:  Project InSECT


Curators and Co-Founders:  Jessa and James Huebing-Reitinger


See Attachment A – For a brief resume of Jessa Huebing-Reitinger

2. Description of the Exhibition Theme


The Science of entomology, conservation, and the processes of fine art taught to the general public through educational hands on interaction and the daily live performances of two artists.  

     Our Mission Statement



We educate the general public on the science of entomology, ecosystem preservation, and global conservation through the mediums of live performance, visual fine arts, and scientific approach.

    Our Objectives


Our goal is to inspire people to re-examine personal prejudices or fears about insects by discovering a new understanding and appreciation of the microcosms instead.   Our exhibition and educational programs target people of all ages and cultures due to our creative format and subject matter.  Teams of scientists, entomologists, and artists support Project InSECT educationally with data and research material.  We also focus our energy and resources on local outreach programs to schools, libraries, and organizations to help them utilize this new wave of creative education.

Jessa Huebing-Reitinger:  Co-Founder/Performing Visual Artist



Jessa performs the “making” of the paintings on stage and interacts with guests and visitors within the exhibition space Wednesdays through Sundays.  She educates the audience on scientific methods and visual art processes while performing live.  One large painting or two medium sized paintings are completed with each venue space booked for at least 2 months.  Jessa is the primary exhibition educator.

James Huebing-Reitinger:  Co-Founder/Artist and Educator

James educates visitors and guests through interactive storytelling within the exhibition space, explaining fascinating facts about the insect kingdom, Project InSECT, and the paintings.  He also performs live skits for guests and school groups and educational creative interaction for all ages within the exhibition.  James is the primary outreach program educator.

3. An Overview of the Project InSECT Live Performance and Exhibition

· A minimum of 18 large original paintings from 3ft x 5ft to 9ft x 8ft accompanied by original specimens and educational text.  (Extra paintings may be displayed at other local spaces to cross promote the performing exhibition at hosted venue)

· Guided tours and talks from the artists for visitors and special groups/guests

· Various educational displays, unique hands on interactive activities for all ages, large insect displays, live insect zoo, and live interaction with the artists and educators of Project InSECT 5 days a week

· Project InSECT merchandise for consignment within host gift shop, with percentage split between host and Project InSECT

· Short documentary available on a looped DVD provided for public viewing, up to 7 days a week

· Additional educational programming, including free outreach programs (Wed-Fri up to 2 schools per day), online classrooms in collaboration with the Entomological Foundation (coming in 2006) and the Bug of the Month Art and Writing Competition

· Project InSECT  and maintains its own website www.projectinsect.com  for education, information, and promotion of the hosting venue and sponsors

· Collaboration with local universities, research institutes, libraries, and conservation organizations for special focus programming

· Incredible press and media opportunities 

4. Label Copy


Label copy is printed and mounted next to all paintings and insect specimen displays.  Project InSECT also has a variety of interactive props for the general public with provided graphics and label copy as well as specific educational programs and onsite activities for visiting school groups and special needs groups.  Some examples are:

· 6 to 8 microscopes for viewing insects

· hands on painting puzzle exhibition booklets

· miniature insect zoo

· touch screens (coming 2007)
· live web cams (coming 2007)
· create your own insect art stations (all ages) 

· large insect specimen displays

· illustrated and interactive educational displays on the process of art and the study of insects

5. Space Requirements for 2006-2007



The Project InSECT exhibition is always growing in size, however, the exhibition is very flexible and is able to tailor fit any space within the sizes listed below to include the performance, paintings, and displays.

· Artists stage required placement within the exhibition space or adjacent to displayed exhibition

· Minimum diagonal clearance of doorframe(s) for installation into space (with no partition) is 96”

· Minimum ceiling height – 10 feet, No maximum

· Minimum linear footage – 250 feet, Maximum linear footage – 500 feet

· Minimum square footage – 3000 , Maximum square footage – 5000

6. Special Environmental Considerations
· No photography or video allowed within the exhibit space
· No food or drink allowed within the exhibit space
· Track lighting or electrical outlets for 75 watt halogen spotlight bulbs, minimum of 2 per painting
· Temperature must stay between 70 and 75 degrees with exhibition space for performance
7. Crating and Shipping


Project InSECT transports, delivers, installs, and uninstalls the full exhibition.  No exceptions.

8. Proposed Dates and Time Blocks (2006-2008) USA ONLY
     

June- Sept

2006

Booked (The Wildlife Experience)









   (Butterfly Pavilion, Colorado)



Oct-Dec

2006

Pending 



Jan


2007

Vacation



Feb-Apr

2007

Booked (Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum)


May-Jul

2007

Open



Aug-Oct

2007

Open



Nov-Dec

2007

Interested (Smithsonian)


Jan-Mar

2008

Interested (Smithsonian)




Apr-Jun

2008

Open



Jul-Sept

2008

Open

USA bookings through 2010 / International booking for 2011 to 2016

Please contact james@projectinsect.com for an international prospectus 
9. Exhibition History

Dec 15 through 18, 2005


Entomological Society of America








Ft. Lauderdale, Florida


Aug 10 through 22, 2005


Powell Gardens








Kingsville, Missouri


May 1 through Jun 10, 2005

Johnson County Central Resource Library








Overland Park, Kansas


Mar 15 through Apr 30, 2005

University of Nebraska








Lincoln, Nebraska


Nov 1 through Nov 30, 2004

Hot Shops Art Center








Omaha, Nebraska


Jul 28 through Nov 30, 2004

Omaha Henry Doorly Zoo








Omaha, Nebraska


Jul 8 through 11, 2004


Powell Gardens








Kingsville, Missouri


May 6 through Jun 25, 2004

Leedy-Voulkos Art Center








Kansas City, Missouri


Jan 7 through Apr 30, 2004

Kansas City Zoo








Kansas City, Missouri


May 2003 through Jan 4, 2004

Union Station Science City








Kansas City, Missouri
10.    Press Kit



Project InSECT has various press releases customized for insect of focus, hosting venue events, and special programs for national, regional and local press affiliates upon request.

11.    Public Programs

Onsite Educational Requirements and Guidelines

1. Host may book groups for lecture/demonstration and tour of the exhibit.  A minimum of 20 per school group.

2. No grade limits for visiting school groups.

3. Groups of 25 to 50 requires 1 volunteer, group of 50 to 75 requires 2 volunteer (etc.,) provided by hosting venue.

4. Special programs available for disable groups with no size limits.

5. Written information and instruction of exhibition provided by Project InSECT for host volunteers is available upon request.

6. Ten minute DVD documentary provided for viewing within the exhibit space.


Free Outreach Programs Requirements and Guidelines

1. Project InSECT provides outreach programs to local schools, hospitals, nursing homes etc., free of charge.
2. Curriculums cover ages K-12
3. For schools, a minimum of 100 students is required no more than 3 grades apart.
4. Promotion of hosting venue included within outreach programs
5. Programs include the following:
· Lecture

· Documentary

· Live insects

· Take home packet promoting host venue and exhibition 

· Special class assignments and projects

· Bug of the month Art and Writing Competition form (prizes provided by Project InSECT)

Lectures and Special Events
1. Hosting venue may book artists to perform free of charge for special events, lectures, guest speakers, fundraising events, promotional interviews, parties, opening events and workshops during booked exhibition dates.

12. Exhibition Costs and Fees



Project InSECT is currently booking the performing exhibition for the USA through 2010.  Listed below are current exhibition fees for a 2 ½ month block.  All booked dates are filled on a first come, first serve basis and contingent on a signed contract and $3000 non-refundable deposit which is deducted from the total amount of exhibition and performance fees.  Double bookings are negotiable based on availability.  Keep in mind that the exhibition grows in size yearly and our requirements will also change to meet our expanding needs.  All fees and Requirements are subject to change at any time.  We encourage hosting venues to apply for educational grants to assist with exhibition fees.


Exhibition and Performance Fees for Admission Venues


Please contact us at james@projectinsect.com for current fees, prospectus, and viewing of contract.


Exhibition and Performance Fees for Non-Admission Venues



Special arrangements and flexibilities can be discussed for alternative funding programs and or sponsorships provided to Project InSECT or hosting venue.  Performing and exhibiting within smaller educational venues are important to the founders of Project InSECT.

Shipping and Installation Fees

· One way shipping fee of $3,000 to $5,000 within the USA.

· Payment due to Project InSECT a minimum of 45 days prior to shipping

· Project InSECT staff delivers and installs the exhibition and props.  No exceptions.


Marketing 

· Hosting venue is responsible for all marketing and advertising of the Project InSECT exhibition, which may include, but not limited to, signage on grounds, special promotions, and listings in current events, billboards, and submitting press releases.

· Project InSECT assists marketing with image, text, and font guidelines for host to utilize in all promotions. 


Project InSECT Merchandise
· Project InSECT requires hosting venue gift shop to sell provided retail merchandise on premises during the exhibition on consignment.  If host is unable to sell Project InSECT merchandise, then it is required that Project InSECT can sell items within the exhibition space.

· Our merchandise includes; postcard packs, magnets, posters, t-shirts, and tote bags etc., with images of the paintings.

· Merchandise provided packaged and on a consignment basis. 

· Host receives 35% of sales of said merchandise sold in gift shop unless other arrangements are made.

· Project InSECT provides displays for showing merchandise in the gift shop.

· Our limited edition giclee prints and other special merchandise, such as self published children’s books are displayed next to the artists’ stage and are not available for split sales, or commissions with host.


Sponsors

· Project InSECT is a sponsored exhibit, which may vary from location to location and may be appointed after reception of contract.
· Hosting venue must provide a list of sponsorships that are considered a conflict of interest i.e., Coke vs. Pepsi.
· Project InSECT sponsor(s) is responsible for providing signage per acceptance of Project InSECT and host approval.  
Attachment A

Jessa Huebing-Reitinger

Co-Founder and Performing Visual Artist

4400 Belmont Park Terrace #231           Nashville, TN 37215       402.677.3677

OBJECTIVE












My objectives are to inspire and educate people of all ages and cultures on the importance on insects, the beauty of the microcosms, and the power of art in the making.

EDUCATION












  
1989-1993
Kansas City Art Institute


Kansas City, MO




Bachelors of Fine Arts / Painting

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE










2003-pres.
Project InSECT



International tour




Performing Visual Artist



1998-2002
The Custom Canvas



Overland Park, KS




Owner/Contemporary Artist


1999-2001
Peripheral Vision Info systems Inc.
Overland Park, KS




Director of Exhibits

1996-1998
Contemporary Concepts


Overland Park, KS




Interior Designer

1993-1995
Hallmark Cards Inc.



Kansas City, MO




Free Lance Illustrator

1993-1994
Godbold Collins Inc.



Kansas City, MO




Illustrator/Art Director/Graphic Designer

1994-1994
Sterling College



Kansas City, MO




Instructor/Color Theory

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS










2005

Powell Gardens



Kingsville, MO




Project InSECT –Festival of Butterflies


2005

Johnson County Resource Library
Overland Park, KS




Project InSECT Exhibition

2005

The University of Nebraska


Lincoln, NE

 


Project InSECT Exhibition




2005

Linda Hall Library of Science

Kansas City, MO




Group exhibition – 12 International

Women Scientific Illustrators

2004

Hot Shops Art Center


Omaha, NE




Project InSECT Exhibition



2004

Henry Doorly Omaha Zoo


Omaha, NE




Project InSECT Exhibition


2004 

Leedy-Voulkos Art Center


Kansas City, MO




Project InSECT Exhibition


2004

Kansas City Zoo



Kansas City, MO




Project InSECT Bug Show


2003

Johnson County Library


Shawnee, KS




Project InSECT paintings


2003

Union Station




Kansas City, MO




Project InSECT Bug Show

 LECTURES AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS







2005

Johnson County Libraries


Overland Park, KS

2005

The University of Nebraska


Lincoln, NE

2004

Bemis Art Center



Omaha, NE


2004

Henry Doorly Zoo Docents


Omaha, NE


2003

Johnson County Library Foundation

Overland Park, KS


2003

Kansas City Art Institute


Kansas City, MO


2003

Central Exchange



Kansas City, MO


2002 

Kansas City Art Institute


Kansas City, MO


2000

Kansas City Art Institute


Kansas City, MO 
ARTIST BIOGRAPHY










Jessa Huebing-Reitinger was born in Wisconsin in 1971.  Her career as a visual artist began at the age of 12 with her first commission.  In 1989, Jessa was accepted to the Kansas City Art Institute and in 1993 she graduated with a B.F.A. degree in painting.



In late 2002, God inspired Jessa with a vision to paint large robust portraits of insects using a specimen and a microscope.  Her husband James Reitinger, in support of the idea, thought the paintings should be executed and performed within a public space so the process of the paintings would become educational.  The idea grew into an interactive and creative traveling exhibition that evolves on a daily basis through live performance.  After teaming up with the Kansas State University Insect Zoo and Kansas University, Project InSECT was born.  Our project began in May 2003 and has been exhibited within several science museums, zoos, art centers, botanical gardens, libraries, and universities all over the Midwest.  It is estimated that Jessa Huebing-Reitinger has performed for over 1 million people since the birth of Project InSECT and continues to build the size of the exhibition, within each location. This has lead Jessa to produce 16 completed insect portraits in just 2 years, and has already been revered by many as the “John James Audubon of insects”.  Recently, Jessa was invited into the elite WNAG (Worldwide Nature Artists Group) in recognition of her astounding work and project. 



As a performance painter, Jessa accepts many challenges daily.  Her creative aspirations have found her at center stage where the environment and focus changes from second to second.  There is physical and mental pressure when painting microscopic details of an insect on an enormous canvas while balancing from a ladder in front of an audience.  There is also great reward and joy when the audience interacts, learns, and understands something they haven’t seen before. With a combination of a subject that binds us as human beings and interaction with an audience who knows or cares little about them makes for a magical experience.  The process and outcome of Jessa’s work has become full of life, thanks to the crazy idea of creating art for the sole purpose of education and conservation.

Some Written Quotes from the Public

(Transcribed from the Project InSECT Guestbook)

Resident of Overland Park, KS


“Jessa is so informative and patient with the kids.  Beautiful and inspiring paintings”.

Resident of Overland Park, KS


“We brought our three grandchildren, 4, 5, &6 – Very entertaining, but more importantly very educational”.

Resident of Shawnee, KS


“The presentation by James was most informative.  I learned more in this half hour than in my 70 years”.

Resident of Louisburg, KS


“Incredible importance to adults, teens, and children.  Mesmerizing paintings.  Hard to find the words for the domino effect this will and is having”.

Resident of Olathe, KS


“What an awesome experience and generous example!  Thank you so much”! 

Resident of Overland Park, KS


“My daycare kids loved the realistic bugs.  It helped the bug phobia of my 4 year old.”

Resident of Edwards Airforce Base, CA


“Wonderful – fell in love with the insects!”
Resident of Stillwell, KS 


“What a neat way to use a library…to bring such an interesting project so that people can see the creative process”.

Resident of Los Angeles, CA


Congratulations on taking a chance on performing visual art and education”.

Resident of Shawnee, KS


“This is a unique one of a kind exhibit that needs to be publicized as much as possible.  Excellent example of nature and scientific illustration at it’s best”. 

Resident of Olathe, KS


“Wonderful artist – great example for our children to see”.

Selected Press and Media Appearances since May 2003

Newspaper & Periodicals 








     

12-30-05

The Desoto Sun-Arcadia,FL




“Bus Rally gets under way” by John Lawthorne

8-20-05

The Emporia Herald-Emporia, KS




“Powell Gardens Butterfly Festival” by unknown

5-26-05

The Kansas City Star Preview-Kansas City, MO




“Meet the bug lady” by Brian McTavish

5-12-05

The Sun Newspaper-Overland Park, KS




Front page spot “Painting Bee” by Kevin Blaney

4-24-05

Sioux City Journal-Sioux City, IA




“Artist makes her living painting big bugs”
4-09-05

Lincoln Journal Star-Lincoln, NE




“Tiger beetle subject of artist’s project” By Joe Duggan

4-07-05

Scarlet (U of N)-Lincoln, NE




“Informational artist invades East Union” By Troy Fedderson

4-01-05

Daily Nebraskan-Lincoln, NE




“Couple brings bugs to U of N” by Raylene Nieland 

2-00-05

UNEWS-Kansas City, MO




“Twelve women scientific illustrators” 

11-10-04

City Weekly-Omaha, NE




“Beetle Jess”
 By Leah Andrews

10-13-04

City Weekly-Omaha, NE




“Artists lecture on nature and landscape” By Josh Harrison

10-06-04

Omaha World Herald-Omaha, NE




“Painters giant works celebrates world of insects” By Jane Palmer

9-24-04

Non Perrielle-Council Bluffs, IA






“Project InSECT” Photo spot By Ben DeVries

5-20-04

Warrensburg Free Press-Warrensburg, MO




Art Review “Buggin’ Out:  Project InSECT” By Ashley Waite

5-05-04

The Kansas City Star-Kansas City, MO




Front page spot “Watch out” By Keith Meyers

3-03-04

The Kansas City Star-Kansas City, MO



“Bug Lady comes to zoo” 



By Laurie Scott Austin

11-12-03           


The Kansas City Star-Kansas City, MO




“Big bug alert” Photo spot By Keith Meyers



10-30-03                  
 The Sun Newspapers-Overland Park, KS




“Giant bugs invading community” By Rob Roberts

8-24-03

Star Magazine-Kansas City, MO




“Ready for their close-ups” By Lisa Waterman Gray

6-26-03

The Sun Newspaper-Overland Park, KS




“Artist’s vision creating buzz” By Rob Roberts

7-9-03


The Kansas City Star-Independence, MO




Photo spot by David Pulliam

News and Television









       
11/21/04

Cox Cable-“Best Documentary”- Omaha, NE




“Project InSECT” By Chad Arganbright

11/18/04

Fox News-Omaha, NE




“Project InSECT at Omaha Zoo” By Dave Hanson

3/28/04

WESH-News-Kansas City, MO




“Love bug day” at KC Zoo

11/14/03

Fox News-Kansas City, MO




“Morning interview” live from Union Station

10/06/03

PBS-Kansas City IFC-Kansas City, MO




“Rusty the dragonfly” A short documentary By David Winger
